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Hon. President: Lord Tweedsmuir

FROM THE CHAIRMAN
It is raining today (3rd July). It has made me think how lucky we
have been at our recent Annual Weekends – the Cally Palace Hotel
in Galloway, Herstmonceux Castle in Sussex, and the Salutation
Hotel in Perth all delivered wonderful spring weather. The other
reasons Perth was a success, were the beauty of the city itself, the
Fife countryside (well, most of it!) and the hard work put in by
members of the Council to ensure the standard was as high as ever.
Particular thanks must go to Mike Edwards, Bill and Andrena
Telford and Ursula Buchan for their various inputs. The Salutation
and the Provost did us proud. We now look forward to next year
and the delights of Oxfordshire.
Little did I know, when I penned a tribute to Russell Paterson, in
January’s Newsletter, that we would be in mourning for him so
soon after. Thanks are due to Kate and Richard Love for
attending his funeral. We also remember the part the late David
Daniell played in keeping the JB literary flame alive.
Now for one or two pleas. The Runagates Club, which has
already raised finance for both the Buchan Museum in Peebles
and the Society, needs more members. Do, please, think of
joining up – for a mere £39 a year (with a chance to win the
£390 annual prize; I live in hopes) you are helping both
institutions. Secondly, the third Durham Conference rapidly
approaches. In 2016, 28 attended; this time, we are down to 24
so far. The line-up of Speakers (Ursula Buchan, Michael
Redley, Bill Telford and Kate Macdonald) will ensure a high
standard and Durham itself is worth a visit on its own. It is not
too late to sign up; so please contact me for further details on
nebuly@hotmail.co.uk or 01332 865315. The cost is £195 for
the Friday evening to Sunday Lunch, with free time on the
Saturday afternoon. We will again be staying at St. John’s
College, hard by the fantastic cathedral, and parking is available
for those coming by car.
Thirdly, and even more personally pressing, is the need for a
Membership Secretary for our Society. Dee Dunne-Thomas
has stepped down from the role and in a few days my wife,
Christine, and I are travelling down to see her to take over all
the relevant material. We have, very reluctantly, agreed to step
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in until the next AGM at the very latest. The position could
be taken on by an individual, or a couple or friends. I really
do look forward to hearing from someone.
Finally, can I express my gratitude to Dee for her long
service on the Council. Her enthusiasm for all matters
concerning JB has been apparent and her time as Vice
Chairman and, latterly, as Membership Secretary has been
invaluable for the Society. We extend a warm welcome to
the two new members of Council: Dr. Richard Love and
Alison Gallico.

Kenneth Hillier
Ken with Liz Grant, Provost of Perth
and Kinross, at the Civic Reception
kindly provided by the city at the
Salutation Hotel, Perth, on March 25.

WITCH WOOD WALK
Sunday 3rd September 2.30pm
From Broughton Community Hall
A guided walk around some of the places in and around
Broughton that John Buchan used as inspiration for his
atmospheric novel Witch Wood. The walk will incorporate a few
stops to appreciate Buchan’s writing, his
descriptions of people, places and the
landscape.
This event is part of the ‘Creative
Peebles Festival’ and is a fundraiser for
the ‘John Buchan Story’ Museum.
The walk will start and end at the
Community Hall, with tea/coffee and
shortbread. Tickets available from the
Eastgate Theatre, Peebles, price £6.00.
The walk will be approx. 2 hours long.
Dogs on leads welcome.
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IN MEMORIAM: ALASTAIR BUCHAN
From Ian Buckingham

Ian Cairns writes:
“The William Wallace Monument on a hill just outside the City of
Stirling in Scotland commemorates the famous patriot. On 16th
May, 2017, exactly 100 years after the end of the Battle of Arras,
the monument was the location of a
moving ceremony. As a lone Piper
played “The Flooers o’ the Forest”,
46,000 poppy petals were released
from a high balcony. It was possible
to name the petals and one was named
after Alastair. My wife and I were
honoured to be asked by Deborah
Stewartby to represent the Family and
the Society at this ceremony.
“Arras involved more Scottish Battalions than any other battle in
WWI. This led to the greatest single loss of soldiers from Scottish
Battalions. Of some 159,000 British and Empire fallen, missing
and wounded nearly one third, that is 46,000, were from Scottish
Battalions. Within that number 18,000 fell or were missing in
action. Second Lieutenant Alastair Buchan of the 6th Royal Scots
Fusiliers led his soldiers over the top on the first morning. He was
hit almost immediately and died later that day in a Field Hospital.
Winston Churchill, his commanding officer and then out of
politics, wrote one of many letters of condolence. Churchill
described Alastair as “a most charming and gallant young
officer..........conscientious and much loved by his comrades”.
Movingly, the Nurse who ministered to Alastair in his final
moments kissed him before he was interred. She later wrote to
Anna saying that she did this in the absence of his Mother.”

The Buchan family received the news about the death of
Alastair Buchan in April 1917. By then, many Peeblesshire
families had received the devastating news concerning the loss
of their loved ones during the First World War. But on April
11th, 1917, it was the turn of the Buchan family in Peebles to
receive the dreaded telegram about the 23 year old Alastair.
Helen Buchan, his mother, along with his sister Anna and
brother Walter, lived at Bank House at the end of the High
Street. The eldest son, John, was in London. The telegram that
was received read: “Regret to inform you that 2/Lt A.E. Buchan
6th Royal Scots Fusiliers died of his wounds on April 9th. The
Army Council express their sympathy. Secy. War Office.”
Alastair’s loss was one amongst many brave lads who travelled
to Flanders and didn’t return. Their names are recorded on the
war memorial in the Chambers Institution Quadrangle, but
imagine the suffering of many Peeblesshire families who
grieved for their loved ones. Anna
Buchan recalled visiting a bereaved
mother in the Northgate after the
Armistice: “They tell’t me ‘It’s Peace’.
I came in and shut the doors and the
windows so I wouldna hear the bells
mocking me”.
The John Buchan Story in Peebles has
a temporary exhibition this year on the
First World War, with a wonderful
portrait of Alastair and some poignant
written material. If you are in the area, please look in and see
this and other new items.

(Photo: PoppyScotland)
MORE FROM THE MUSEUM
From Alastair Hutton:
“I went to Arras for the centenary commemoration of the Battle
of Arras and managed to find Alastair Buchan’s grave in the
Duisans British Cemetery at Etrun, some 7 km outside the town
of Arras. I am attaching a photograph of the
gravestone taken on 09 April 2017, the
centenary of AEB’s death. I was in Arras to
narrate the Scottish Beating Retreat in La
Place des Héros in Arras and used two of the
verses from AEB, John Buchan’s tribute to his
dead brother, during the event. My
grandfather was wounded at Arras on 09 April
with the Royal Scots which made this a
doubly poignant tour.”

Our season is now well under way in Peebles, with a great variety
of visitors this year. We have also enjoyed the company of
some large groups – one of them being 40 strong, a bit of a
logistical challenge for our small Museum! There are two exciting
new developments in the Museum this year. Firstly, we have
entered the digital age with an iPad setup. Funded from the
Runagates Club contributions, this enables visitors to easily see
Pathé News clips (Buchan’s Canada features prominently); film
trailers (great scenes!); and also a variety of book covers and other
pictures. We are adding a lot more to this so visitors can ‘touch
screen’ to pick out any areas of interest to them. We hope you can
find time to visit this season – remember that Society members are
free (although you usually buys lots of books/films/shop items to
compensate!)

After the war, Helen Buchan, with her daughter Anna, visited Alastair’s grave in a military cemetery
near Arras and in 1919 the family arranged for a wooden replica of the cross to be erected in the
Peebles Kirkyard. This cross has been now been restored. Exactly 100 years after the death of
Alastair at Arras, there was a short service of commemoration at the Buchan family graves on the
9th April. This was attended by several members of the Buchan family, including Lord Tweedsmuir.
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PERTH AGM & ANNUAL DINNER
The Salutation Hotel in Perth was the
setting for a highly successful and
enjoyable AGM and Annual Dinner
weekend. In addition to the splendid
dinner and the interesting and
informative talks (by Andrena
Telford on ‘O. Douglas and the Sense
of Place’ and Ursula Buchan on ‘The
Young John Buchan’), the Saturday
excursion, led by Bill Telford, took
us to various places in Fife (Dysart,
Kirkcaldy
and
St
Andrews)
connected either with JB or with
some of the novels. The tour began
with a drive-past of the newly
renovated birthplace in Perth, before
travelling to Dysart, where we visited
the Harbourmaster’s House, and it
continued with a walk down the socalled ’39 Steps’ to Pathhead Sands,
under Ravenscraig Castle. Our coach
then took us to the site of the Free
Church manse in Smeaton Road,
where the next door house can still be
seen, though surrounded by industrial
units. From here we travelled to
Kirkcaldy Galleries, where a special
exhibition on the Buchans in
Kirkcaldy had been arranged. On
the return journey we stopped off at
the Inn at Lathones, Largoward, for
a buffet lunch and had a brief
incursion into St Andrews before
returning to Perth in time for the
AGM and the evening’s Dinner.

SOMETHING TO LOOK FORWARD TO!
Plans are already in train for the AGM and Annual Dinner,
Friday 6th to Sunday 8th April, 2018. The indefatigable Mike
Edwards has booked the venue: Whately Hall Hotel, in
Banbury, Oxon. (http://www.mercure.com/gb/hotel-6633mercure-banbury-whately-hallhotel). Costs will be £65.00 per
night bed & breakfast for
single occupancy, £45.00 per
person for double occupancy.
The Hotel (address: 17 to 19
H o r s e f a i r,
B a n b u r y,
Oxfordshire, OX16 0AN) is
ideally situated 5 minutes walk
from the Town Centre. Although on a busy thoroughfare, it
has amazingly large and tranquil rear gardens. Banbury has a
mainline railway station (nearby hotel) and is well served by
bus services from Oxford and other neighbouring towns. Mike
is already taking bookings for the AGM Weekend, so it is
advisable to book now. You will be invoiced but payment is
not required until late January!
Email: RLKguiting@gmail.com
Address: MDE Edwards, Freemans Cottage, Piccadilly,
Guiting Power, Cheltenham, GL54 5UU
Tel.: 01451 850232

For those of you following the fortunes of
Mr Standfast, his owner Mike Edwards
reports that he ran at Leicester on May 22,
and managed to achieve his first racecourse
placing, finishing 3rd, and running on well.
Congratulations to both!

2017 CONFERENCE

IN THE NEXT JOURNAL

There’s still time to sign up for the 2017 Conference at St
John’s College, Durham, from Friday 8th to Sunday 10th
September. The theme is ‘John Buchan and the Great
War’, and the speakers will be Ken Hillier, Ursula
Buchan,
Michael
Redley,
Kate
MacDonald and Bill Telford. With
excellent accommodation close to the
magnificent cathedral, wonderful food
and congenial company, it’s certain to
be a weekend to remember. The full
cost is £195.00 for the weekend,
£90.00 for non-residents. To enrol (by
the end of August 2017, please), contact Ken Hiller,
Greenmantle, Main Street, Kings Newton, Melbourne,
Derbyshire, DE73 8BX; Email: nebuly@hotmail.co.uk.

Journal Editor Michael Redley reports that articles coming forward
include John Buchan and universities; T.E. Lawrence; JB’s early life
at Pathhead and Glasgow; Canada’s First Nations; the Canadian
photographer, Yusuf Karsch; and Buchan’s friendship with the
Labour Prime Minister, James Ramsay Macdonald - a really good
eclectic mix for the 50th edition, introduced by some thoughts from
former editors of the journal. and including a new alphabetic index.

Ken’s plea: “Would the gentleman who gave me an
advance deposit for the conference at Sunday breakfast in
Perth kindly get in touch? Apologies for not noting down
who it was!”

There’s also exciting news in store concerning the digitisation of past
issues, with a view to publishing the first 40 Journals on the Society’s
website. Discussions are going on at present with the University of
Sunderland, who, it is hoped, will supply some necessary expertise.
The earlier journals were produced in a pre-digital age, which has
created some challenges. But it is very much hoped that by the end of
this year at least some of the past journals will be freely available.
The aim is to publish each journal as a whole. But if any past author
would be unhappy to have their article published in this form, would
they please contact the current editor, Michael Redley, and
arrangements will be made to withhold the article.
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FROM OUR SOUTH AMERICAN CORRESPONDENT!
JB’s great grand-daughter Annabel Buchan writes from Brazil,
where she now lives:
“In the John Buchan Journal, my father, Edward, wrote about
Grandpa William’s affinity with foreignness – I seem to have
inherited the trait! I moved to Brazil 18 months ago having
fallen head over heels for, and married, a Brazilian, Caco. We
live in São Paulo, a true mega city which never stops. It has
more pizzerias than any other
city on earth, no billboards
(advertising on the streets is
illegal), wonderful weather, the
largest Japanese community
outside Japan, some of the
world’s best sushi, some of the
world’s worst beer(!), and a
surprising number of golden retrievers. And, if you look hard…
reels, piping, haggis and Scots at the São Paulo St Andrew
Society Burns Supper. Outside the
city you find green mountains,
Atlantic Forest, miles of beaches,
and sugar cane, eucalyptus and
coffee plantations. A long way
from Britain but I feel quite at
home – after all, the city’s
nickname is the Land of Drizzle
(“Terra da Garoa”) even though
it’s regularly in the 30s. I need to spend more time with the
Brazilian literary greats: Jorge Amado, the George Orwell of
Brazil, Machado de Assis, and the famous Paulo Coelho
(who I always thought was Spanish!). I’m also trying to
recruit new JB Society members and have high hopes for my
new friend Danny from Perth!”

NEWS FROM CANADA
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From Dee Dunne-Thomas:
New Membership Secretary Urgently Needed!
My term of office as Membership Secretary came to an end at
our AGM in March and therefore a “willing volunteer” is
required to take over from me. Thanks to the sterling efficiency
of my predecessor, Diana Durden – ably assisted by her husband
Alan – the membership records are quite clear to follow. If
anyone is interested in this position please feel free to email me –
or phone – for further information (Dr Dee Dunne-Thomas;
Avenbury View, Frog Lane, Bromyard, Herefordshire, HR7 4BU
Tel: 01885 483908
Email: thomasmdrb@btinternet.com)
Ken Hillier has valiantly taken over
temporarily, and can be contacted at:
Greenmantle, Main Street, Kings Newton,
Melbourne, Derbyshire, DE73 8BX; Email:
nebuly@hotmail.co.uk.
Photo of the year, captured by Bill Telford:
Dee leaning nonchalantly on JB’s head while
making her announcements at the AGM!

REMINDER
If you haven’t yet paid your annual subscription (due February
1), you are well overdue. Shame! Current subscription rates
are:
Full UK Member £20.00 (£18.00 if paid by Standing Order).
Full overseas Member - £23.00 (+ £20.00 if paid by cheque in
own currency).
Associate Member - £6.00.
Junior Member (17 years or under) - £7.00.
Payment by standing order is desirable. Forms are obtainable
from the temporary Membership Secretary (see above)

WELCOME TO NEW MEMBERS

Pat Gibson from Ottawa writes to tell us that there is a tribute to
John Buchan planned at Bouchercon 2017, to be held in
Toronto, Ontario, Canada, October 12-15, 2017. Bouchercon is
the largest murder mystery conference in North America, and
this year they are honouring John Buchan as "Ghost of
Honour". Pat has enclosed the link to the relevant web
page, http://bouchercon2017.com/guests-of-honour/. As the
author of many short stories of the supernatural, JB, we think
would have appreciated this!

Nigel Gardner, Burnham-on- Crouch
Isla Wightman, Edinburgh
Michael Sibly, Chipping Norton.
Neil Gelston, Paisley.
Paul McMahon, Hong Kong
Madeleine Purkiss, London
Christopher Eyte, Abergavenny
Malcolm Morrison, Melrose
Steve Watts, Sunderland
Fiona Houston, Edinburgh

Bill Galbraith has drawn our attention to an article in the
Ottawa Citizen by Anna Desmarais, who interviewed Bill on
the appearance of his book, John Buchan: Model GovernorGeneral. The article is entitled ‘The Capital Builders: Novelist
and Governor General, Lord Tweedsmuir had the common
touch’ and can be found at www.canada.com/opinion/
capital+builders+lord+tweedsmuir.

FAREWELLS
Sadly we have lost the following friends:
Ronald Brash, Ayr.
John Reece, Wantage.
Russell Paterson, Bridge of Weir

PLEASE NOTE: It would be a great saving to the Society if we could send you this Newsletter electronically. If you are willing to
receive it in this way, kindly send your email address to: aeandwr.telford@btinternet.com

