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FROM THE CHAIRMAN

NEW BIOGRAPHY OF JB
An eagerly awaited new biography of John Buchan, Beyond the
Thirty-Nine Steps - A Life of John Buchan, by his granddaughter, Ursula Buchan, will shortly be available (April 18)
from Bloomsbury Press. Ursula writes:

I am already looking forward to our 40th Anniversary
weekend, to be held at the splendid Peebles Hotel Hydro.
This will be our fourth visit, having held our Annual Dinner
and AGM there in 1996, 1998 and 2013. When one
remembers we met at the Tontine Hotel in 2000 and nearby
Barony Castle in 2011, it is clear we have an abiding link
with the town; as did, of course, the Buchan family. A bonus
is that we should have time to go around The John Buchan
Story Museum and see the developments there over the last
five years. As a footnote, I do hope everyone has seen it is
Mother’s Day on the Sunday!
Although Ursula Buchan’s biography of her grandfather
won’t be published until 18th April, we will be lucky to have
her speak on the subject on the Friday evening. Full details of
the weekend are in another part of this Newsletter.
We will have said farewell to Ian Berchem, who has proved
such a valued Secretary in the last three years and we will
welcome Clare Dodds as the new Secretary. Clare is no
stranger to the Council, having been
involved as a member for several years.
Due to Ian’s stepping down, there will
be a vacancy on the Council – so, we
look forward to receiving plenty of
suggestions/offers! If any of you have
an issue you would like the Council to
discuss at their meeting on the Friday,
please get in touch with me or Clare.
Society members received another
first-rate and thought-provoking Journal in November, thanks
to the hard and skilful work of Michael Redley (editor) and
Tom Acton (designer). The articles reveal not only the range
of JB’s interests and activities but the range of talents
providing the articles. We hope the written word will be
complemented by the spoken at the Durham Conference in
September. One of JB’s particular interests, one might almost
say passions, was the Empire; we plan to do the topic justice
at the weekend Seminar.
This year’s Annual Dinner will not
have a main Guest Speaker, but
four or five shorter ‘reminiscences’
about the origins and development
of the Society over the past 40
years. I am particularly delighted
that Eileen Stewart, our Founder
and first Chairman, will be joining
us to talk about the very early days.
Floreat Societas Buchaniae.

“Peter Thackeray of Crask Books [Contact details - email:
peter.thackeray@ntlworld.com; tel.: +44 (0)7947 733860] has
promised that there will be copies
available for members to buy at the John
Buchan weekend, and I am very happy to
sign them for any reader who would like
me to. A proportion of Peter’s profits goes
to the Museum, so it is a particularly good
occasion to buy a copy, I feel. The book is
already available to pre-order on
amazon.co.uk but also at your local
independent bookshop as well! I am
extremely grateful to Alexander McCall
Smith for reading a proof of the book, and
commenting most kindly on it. His
remarks will appear on the cover of the book.
“On the Friday night of the John Buchan weekend, I shall be
speaking about the writing of the book. My talk is entitled,
teasingly, ‘Tales of the Unexpected’. I am so glad to have the
opportunity properly to express my debt to the John Buchan
Society for all the work that members - professional academics
and amateur enthusiasts alike - have done in the last forty years
to further and deepen our knowledge of John Buchan as man,
writer and public servant. Those who live in Edinburgh or the
surrounding area, may also like to know that I am speaking at the
National Library of Scotland on Thursday, 28 March, at 2.00 pm.
The title is ‘Rather More than Thirty-Nine Steps: Reflections on
John Buchan, a Scottish polymath’. [Eds.: sadly for late-comers,
sold out.] I shall also be appearing at a number of literary
festivals, both in England and Scotland, during 2019, talking
about the book. Oxford, Glasgow and Boswell Book Festival at
Dumfries House are already confirmed and there are others in
the pipeline.”
KEEN TO KEEP UP TO DATE?
For members with access to Facebook, there’s much of interest
to be found on the John Buchan Society Facebook page. Recent
posts include an invitation from The Field magazine to tackle
The Macnab Challenge (bag a salmon, a stag and a brace of
grouse in one day between dawn and dusk – as prescribed in the
novel!), and the earliest known colour film of London, taken in
1924. And if you want up to date snippets of relevant news on
Twitter, check out @johnbuchansoc. Thanks to JBSoc Secretary
Clare Dodds for keeping us all posted.

Kenneth Hillier
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JOHN BUCHAN MUSEUM REPORT
(from Ian Buckingham)
Although we are currently closed for the winter, there is great
excitement in the Museum concerning the arrival of some new
artefacts. These are to do with John Buchan’s time as Governor
General in Canada, when he was presented with gifts from
various ‘First Nation’ chiefs. We are currently researching the
wider story of the First Nations in a Buchan context, including
the background to various presentations and JB’s assistance to
these peoples. Ian Buckingham gave a talk in the autumn, as
part of the local Arts Festival, to start to paint the picture of
these Canadian links. ‘Sick Heart River’ and ‘The Long
Traverse’ featured too!
We already have one of the First Nation capes presented to JB
on display. It is truly magnificent, having undergone
restoration at a Museum in Exeter. This artefact has kindly
been loaned by members of the Buchan family. We are also
preparing a new large cabinet to take the wonderful First
Nation headdress presented by ‘Chief Shot-on-Both-Sides’ of
the Blood nation (more research needed here to get the full
story!). This is under the care of the Russell Coates museum in
Bournemouth and we hope to have the loan of it for a couple of
years. Fingers crossed, it will be on display when the JB
Society hits Peebles for the AGM meeting, so you can see it for
yourself!

FROM THE TREASURER, NEIL TOINTON
The John Buchan Society (JBS) is now registered with
AmazonSmile, which is a website operated by Amazon with the
identical selection of products, prices, and shopping features as
Amazon’s main site. The difference is that, when you shop on
AmazonSmile (smile.amazon.co.uk), and have first selected The
John Buchan Society as your charity of choice, the
AmazonSmile Foundation will
donate 0.5% of the purchase price of
eligible products (excluding VAT,
returns and shipping fees) to the JBS.
You can still take advantage of your
Prime membership benefits, sales and
more. To be eligible, we are required
to be of good standing and be
registered with (in the JBS’s case) the
Office of the Scottish Charity
Regulator (OSCR) - the independent
regulator and registrar of Scottish charities – which we are, on
both counts!
https://smile.amazon.co.uk/ch/SC006071
Note that only purchases made through smile.amazon.co.uk are
eligible to generate donations, rather than Amazon’s main site,
so please ensure that you make any such purchases through that
website, to ensure that the JBS may benefit, and enable us to
continue our work in the furtherance of the JBS objectives.

MANY MORE THAN 39 STEPS!
The Eastgate Theatre in Peebles will be hosting a unique event
on Saturday, March 10, when it presents a
showing of all three film versions of
“The Thirty Nine Steps”. You can see
the Robert Donat version at 2.00 pm,
the Kenneth More one at 4.00, and the
Robert Powell version at 6.00.
Introduced by Deborah, Lady
Stewartby, this gives you the chance to
compare three incarnations of Richard
Hannay - and we probably all have our favourite! Book online
at https://eastgatearts.com/events/many-more-than-39-steps/
or phone 01721 725777.

JOHN BUCHAN JOURNAL - Back Issues
Most back Issues of the John Buchan Journal numbers 1 to 50
are available using the method set out inside the front cover of
Issue 51, which was published and sent out to Members last
month. We are sure that many Members would like to add to
their sets if they are currently incomplete. However, please note
that the JBS holds no spare copies of any of numbers 5, 8, 9 &
13, and we have less than 10 spare copies of numbers 12, 15-17,
26, 32, 38, 41, 43, 44 & 49. (We are currently reviewing how we
can create additional copies.) An index of the contents of the
first 50 Issues will be sent out with any orders. For Members,
these are priced, including postage, at £4.00 UK and £6.50
Overseas per issue.
But, we do currently have excess copies of numbers 1, 2, 4, 11,
14, 18-25, 27, 29-31, 33-35, 42, 45-48 & 50, and all of these can
now be purchased by Members (on a ‘first come first served’
basis) at the discounted rate, including postage, of £2.00 UK or
£3.50 Overseas per issue.

FAREWELL AND THANKS
As the Chairman has mentioned in his Report, the Society is
sadly saying farewell to our retiring Secretary, Ian Berchem.
Ian joined the army following graduation with a degree in Civil
Engineering from Glasgow University in 1963 and served all
over the world, including such exotic spots as Aden, Malaya,
Borneo and Jamaica. He was Commander Royal Engineers
Scotland from 1983 to 1985 and retired as a Lieutenant
Colonel in 1989. There followed
several years in Personnel work
with major construction firms,
before finally retiring to East
Anglia, and pursuing his hobbies
of reading, gardening, and DIY.
Fortunately for the Society he had
become an aficionado of John
Buchan at a young age. Ian writes,
“I was introduced to John Buchan
at the age of twelve (Greenmantle)
and very nearly put off! I then read The 39 Steps and John
Macnab and became an addict.” We are grateful for the
administrative expertise and the personal charm that Ian has
brought to the post of Secretary, and although decreasing
mobility has caused him to resign from the society, we wish
him many years in which to continue to enjoy the works of
John Buchan.

NEWS SNIPPETS:
• Peter Worthington has drawn attention to an article by David
Knox, News Editor, in a commemorative issue of the
Peebleshire News (November 3, 2018, issue). Entitled “April
9, 1917 – a day the Buchan family will never forget”, it relates
the story of the first day of the great offensive launched against
the German army at Arras, a bitter day of fighting that killed
JB’s youngest brother, Alastair Buchan, his close friend and
publishing business partner Tommy Nelson, and another friend
of the family, Robbie McMillan, who may have been Anna
Buchan’s intended husband. The full article, to which Deborah,
Lady Stewartby, contributed, is available on the John Buchan
Society Facebook page.
• Robert Harris’s follow-up to The Thirty-One Kings, another
Hannay adventure entitled Castle MacNab: Richard Hannay
Returns, has been published by Birlinn Press. A sequel to
Buchan’s John Macnab, it features international conspiracy,
abduction, the threat of war, redoubtable characters and
breathless chases through Highland scenery.
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JOHN BUCHAN SOCIETY
40TH ANNIVERSARY AGM WEEKEND
PEEBLES HYDRO HOTEL
Friday 29th – Sunday 31st March

FOURTH SOCIETY CONFERENCE
St. John’s College, Durham
Friday 6th – Sunday 8th September, 2019

Vice-Chairman Mike Edwards writes:
“We have a good number of rooms reserved at The Peebles Hydro
for the 40th Anniversary JB Society AGM Weekend on Friday 29th
and Saturday 30th March, 2019. Rooms are selling fast and we
have a limited number of rooms still available, so don't leave it too
late!!!
Twin and Double Rooms are £54 per person, per night, 2 persons
per room.
Single Bedded rooms are £54 per person, per night. Both are on a
B&B Basis (exceptional value).
If you wish to book please contact Mike Edwards,
Tel. 07786 483114 (m) Tel 01451 850232 (b) or E mail
rlkguiting@gmail.com. You will then be invoiced for payment
which will be due mid January.”
PROGRAMME
FRIDAY
Arrival from 2.00 p.m. onwards
4.00p.m. Council Meeting
6:00p.m. Buffet
7.00 p.m. Talk: Ursula Buchan - Tales of the unexpected: writing
John Buchan’s biography
SATURDAY
7.30 a.m. onwards Breakfast
9.30 a.m. Depart Peebles Hydro (BARC coaches 52 seater)
10.15 a.m. Arrive Abbotsford for a guided tour
12.00 p.m. Depart Abbotsford
1.00 p.m. Arrive Broughton
1.00-2.00/2.15: 40th Anniversary Celebration Lunch at Village Hall
(arranged by Lady Stewartby)
2.00 p.m./2.15 p.m. AGM in Village Hall
3.30 p.m. Depart Broughton
4.00 p.m. Arrive Peebles Hydro
6.00 p.m. 40th Anniversary Dinner (talks followed by the meal c.
7.00)
SUNDAY
7.30 a.m. – 10.00 a.m. Breakfast
11.00 a.m. vacate bedrooms
9.30 Church Service at Manor Church, conducted by the minister
the Rev. Malcolm Jefferson.
THIS PROMISES TO BE A MEMORABLE OCCASION, SO
SIGN UP SOON! A BOOKING FORM IS ATTACHED.

We are now busy planning for what will be the Society’s sixth
weekend Seminar or Conference. The focus of the weekend is
to be “John Buchan and Empire”. Speakers will include
Ursula Buchan, Michael Redley, Andrena Telford and Bill
Telford and topics covered will be Willie and Anna Buchan’s
India as well as JB’s own interest in the sub-continent when
serving in Parliament; JB’s African experiences; his articles in
The Scottish Review and The Spectator on the Empire; and a
more general overview of his thoughts and writings on
Empire. Thoughts, opinion (and arguments!) will be
welcomed from all those attending.
Accommodation will be in The Garth, as on previous
occasions. There are nine double en-suite rooms (first come,
first served!) and 29 single en-suite rooms. There will be
buffet-style meals on Friday and Saturday evenings and
Sunday lunch, and a Dinner at Saturday lunchtime. Light
refreshments are served between talks. Saturday afternoon
will again allow time for
exploring the delight that is
Durham. The city is on the
East Coast main line; there is a
bus and taxi service to the
Bailey. We should be able to
secure parking permits again
for a nearby university car park
across the river. A map will be
sent with the other Conference
papers.
The cost will probably be £205
p.p. (it was £185 in 2015 and £195 in 2017) and slightly less
for those sharing rooms and considerably less for nonresidents. Please send me a deposit of £25 (made out to “The
John Buchan Society”) as soon as possible to secure a place at
the Conference. Include your email contact address and/or
home address. The full payment will probably be collected by
the end of June, but further details – e.g. the actual timetable,
dietary requests – will be issued by subsequent
correspondence.
We would love to see more members take up this chance to
reflect on an important aspect of Buchan’s life, career and
thinking.
Ken Hillier

JOHN BUCHAN PRIZE
The 2018 John Buchan Prize for the Best Dissertation by an MA English Student at the University of Sunderland has been awarded
to mature student Anthony Anderson. His lecturers selected his work for the prestigious annual prize for its “exceptional standard”
and described him an “incredibly resilient individual” and a “real life-changer”. Anthony was
presented with his award at the University’s Winter Academic Awards Ceremonies by John
Buchan’s granddaughter, Laura Crackanthorpe. Anthony said: “When I started this journey, I
never expected to be winning any awards, and this was the first time I'd written a piece like this.
So, it was a complete shock when I was told I’d won. It’s a huge honour.”
The University of Sunderland’s School of Culture has been working closely with the John
Buchan Society and John Buchan Story Museum on a number of collaborative projects. These
have included the digitisation of the Society's Journal and the redevelopment of the Museum's
website. Steve Watts, Head of the School of Culture, added: “I am delighted with the close
collaboration that has been developed with the John Buchan Society and the John Buchan Story
Museum. The University has been working on several projects with the Society and Museum to support them in their aim of
making their Journal and artefacts available on-line and accessible to everybody.”
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MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL
Subscriptions for 2019 are due on 1 February 2019 so unless you are a life
member, have an unexpired ten-year subscription or pay by standing order
then you will find a membership renewal enclosed with this Newsletter or
mailed to you separately. It makes clear the different ways to pay and of
course from the point of view of retaining your membership and simplifying
administration it would be ideal if you would set up a standing order with
your bank, after which you would receive no more reminders.
There is a still a significant number of members who pay £15 each year,
rather than the current rate of £18. May I please ask you to ask your bank to
change the amount (which of course can be done yourself if you use Ebanking).
If you have not already completed a gift aid form and are a UK taxpayer
please let me know and I will gladly send you a form: by this means the
Society can obtain a significant refund of tax!
Finally, I shall be at the Peebles meeting in March and look forward to
meeting members and putting faces to many more of the 400 and more
names on the database.
Alison Gallico
Membership Secretary, 72 Ravensdowne, Berwick-upon-Tweed TD15 1DQ,
UK
akgallico@gmail.com Tel: 01289 302913

NEWS FROM CANADA:
DIGITISING JB’S PAPERS
The new John Buchan Journal (2018, Issue 51) relays splendid news of the
progress made towards the digitisation of JB’s papers, held at Queen’s
University, Kingston, Ontario. The university has now secured funds for the
project, one of 21 being funded by the Canadian National Heritage
Digitization Strategy. JB’s papers are among the most frequently consulted of
the archives’ holdings. Digitisation will facilitate collaboration with other
libraries, within Canada and internationally, and with organisations in
Scotland, including the National Library of Scotland, the John Buchan
Society, the Buchan Museum Trust and the Faculty of Culture and Society at
the University of Sunderland.
RETIREMENT GIFT
The previous Newsletter noted the retirement from government service of
our Canadian representative on the Council, Bill
Galbraith. That was in July. Bill’s office manager,
Gina Stamoulis, had scoured ideas for an
appropriate retirement gift. Knowing his great
interest in John Buchan, she contacted the Special
Collections Librarian, Jillian Sparks, at Queen’s
University in Kingston, Ontario, where JB’s
papers are in the University Archives and where
JB’s personal library from Elsfield is held in the
Special Collections. This resulted in an accepted
proposal from the librarian who selected one of
the oldest books in JB’s library that was in need
of conservation measures. The book, published in
1696 in a bilingual format (Greek and Latin), was
a lengthy work, Description of Greece, by
Pausanias (c. A.D. 110 – c. 180), based on Pausanias’ travels and first-hand
observations.The solution was to construct a custom-made box they call a
“clamshell”. Jillian explained that this "will provide the book with its own
micro-climate and restrain the covers.”
JB’S OTTAWA CHURCH
(From Sheila and Ian Cairns)
St Andrews Church stands on a very busy cross road
opposite the Supreme Court and a short distance from
Parliament. Inside, in the manner of the Reformed
tradition, it is a place of peace and simple beauty. Lord
and Lady Tweedsmuir worshipped here, Lord
Tweedsmuir was a Visiting Elder and his Canadian
State funeral was held here. Members of the John
Buchan Society are particularly welcome to visit.
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WELCOME TO NEW MEMBERS
We are delighted to welcome the
following new members:
Richard McKenzie Clough,
Helmsley
Michael Coffey, Bath
Keith Lloyd, Purdis Farm, Suffolk
Michael Paterson, London
Marcus Roberts, Croydon
FAREWELL
We are sorry to say a sad goodbye
to:
Nigel Champion, Newton Stewart
Dennis Collins, Dundee
Barry Cross, Bishops Waltham
Nimmo Davidson, Glasgow
John Hopkins, Cambridge
Dr AHM Kirk-Greene, Oxford
John Sims, Bolton
Margaret R. Smart, East Kilbride
IN MEMORIAM: Captain James Scott
(from Alasdair Hutton)
The funeral took place on October 8, at the
Canongate Kirk in Edinburgh, of JB Society
member Captain James Scott. Born in the Scottish
Borders in 1928 as James Kenny Courtney Clarke,
he changed his name to Scott. He was
commissioned into the 10th Hussars, now the
Royal Hussars, in 1948 and served until 1983 when
he was employed in the Ministry of Defence as a
retired officer. He moved to Scotland in the 1990s
and became one of the two permanent residents in
Edinburgh’s exclusive New Club where he often
hosted friends of all ages to dinner and as guests at
Club events. He was also a member of the city’s
fashionable Canongate Kirk and would walk there
from the Club every Sunday.
James became Honorary Archivist for the Royal
Scots Dragoon Guards in 1998. His main role was
to investigate and reply to enquiries from people
about individuals or events relating to the
Regiment. He retired in 2014 and was given a
silver teddy bear because he was known to collect
teddy bears. He had an extraordinary memory for
people and names and kept a remarkably
comprehensive diary from which he would quote
or show people at appropriate times. James could
be seen as being an eccentric who did not change
with the times, having his umbrellas rolled in
London and his tea sent up from Fortnum and
Masons when he ran out. To those who knew him a
little better, however, he was a generous man who
was interested in everyone. There will be many,
mostly young army officers, who were the
recipients of his generosity and to whom that will
be the abiding memory of all those who knew him
well.
The John Buchan Society was represented at the
funeral by Bill Agnew.
PLEASE NOTE: We encourage members to
receive this Newsletter electronically. If you are
willing to do so, please send your email address to
the Editors at: aeandwr.telford@btinternet.com.

