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CHAIRMAN’S REPORT
11th

Eighty years ago, on
February 1940, Lord Tweedsmuir died
in Montreal, Canada. Our Society’s main objective is 'to promote
a wider understanding and appreciation of the life and works of
John Buchan'. For over forty years we have achieved this through our excellent Newsletters and Journal, as well as at our
Annual Dinners with their range of stimulating Speakers. This
past year has been no exception: the Peebles weekend was
enjoyable and instructive and the September Conference in
Durham on ‘John Buchan and Empire’ was praised by all who
attended. There may well yet be one more to come!
Now we look forward to a weekend based in Derbyshire – my
‘home patch’ (although it was not me who suggested it!). You
will find on another page details of the timetable and way to
book. We concentrate on John Buchan and the Jacobites, with an
additional look at Dr. Samuel Johnson. Two talks, one by JB’s
great-granddaughter, will address Buchan’s own writings on the
subject and the significance of Derby in the ’45 Story. Our coach
trip will be to the historic and atmospheric town of Lichfield, for
a talk on Johnson in his Birthplace Museum and a chance to visit
the cathedral and the Erasmus Darwin House. Peter Thackeray
will be in attendance as usual with his Crask Books stall. I
recommend Derby and the
Forty Five by L. EardleySimpson (1933) (JB wrote
the Introduction); Bonny
Prince Charlie and the
Highland Army in Derby by
Brian Stone (2015); and, of
course, JB’s A Lost Lady of
Old Years (1899) and
Midwinter (1923).
One of the joys of
[Photo: Amazon]
membership of the Society
for me has been the friendship of other collectors of Buchan’s
books. I was very sorry to hear of John Bridle’s passing earlier
this year and was only too glad to help his widow sort out his
splendid collection of JB material. Not only am I able to hand
over a couple of framed pictures and a few books to the Peebles
museum, but Jean also tells me that John has left a legacy for the
Society. I, and many others, will miss him. Another friend of the
Society has also passed away. David Ward joined us in May
1999 and over the twenty years was a loyal participant at AGM
weekends and Durham Seminars. I will miss his sense of humour
greatly and send sincere condolences to John, his partner.
This will be my last Report as Chairman, as I am stepping
down at the March AGM. I joined the Society on 3rd October
1983 and the Council in April 1989; took over from Russell
Paterson as Secretary in March 1999 and handed the role over to
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Glennis McClemont in March 2007; had a year as Vice
Chairman before becoming Chairman in March 2010. I have
thoroughly enjoyed my time ‘in office’, being particularly
proud of setting up the biennial Durham Conference and
wallowing in the memories of the 25th and 40th Anniversary
weekends and the Society trip to Canada in October 2004 (is
it really 15½ years ago?). I have
been so lucky – blessed, even - to
have had such a hard-working and
supportive team on the Council. A
deep-felt thanks to all of them,
present and past and very best
wishes to my successor.

Ken Hillier
RIDEAU HALL VISIT
On August 9, 2019, Lady Stewartby, her daughter Louisa,
son-in-law Andrew and three teenage grandchildren, Hamish,
Callum and Phoebe, and nine JBS members (including
Council Member Bill Galbraith) and friends were treated to a
special visit to Rideau Hall. A knowledgeable guide was
provided, and led the group
on an interesting tour,
including a number of
rooms not normally open to
visitors. Also included in
the group was Mr. Roger
Lindsay, of Toronto, a great
friend of the John Buchan
Story Museum. Roger had [Photo: www.ottawatourism.ca]
initiated and sponsored the creation and installation of the
new, magnificent and artistic front doors to Rideau Hall.
Other highlights of the visit included the hidden dinosaurs
that the previous GovernorGeneral, the Patron of the
John Buchan Story, had
hidden in the grounds for
each of his grandchildren,
and the ballroom, on which
Hamish commented: “My
grandfather [the late Lord
Stewartby], who was a
champion Real tennis
player, would have been
[Photo: Lady Stewartby]
fascinated to learn that the
ballroom could be converted into a real tennis court on the
morning after a ball!” The family are photographed under
JB’s portrait.
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JOHN BUCHAN MUSEUM
REPORT
(from Ian Buckingham)

LADY TWEEDSMUIR
In August, 2019, the Oxford
Dictionary of National Biography
published a biographical article on
Susan Charlotte Buchan (née
Grosvenor), Lady Tweedsmuir, the
author of which is Geoffrey Robert
Little, of Montreal, and who has
written to us to say how pleased he
is to have done his bit to promote
Lady Tweedsmuir’s work. Geoffrey [Photo: oxforddnb.com]
has previously written on Lady
Tweedsmuir’s work setting up travelling prairie libraries
during her time in Canada—see Geoffrey Little (2012)
‘The people must have plenty of good books’: The Lady
Tweedsmuir Prairie Library Scheme, 1936–40, Library &
Information History, 28:2,
103-116,
DOI:
10.1179/1758348912Z.00000000012. If readers have access
to the ODNB through their local library, they can read
Geoffrey’s latest article there, or if you have online access,
see https://doi.org/10.1093/odnb/9780198614128.013.49446

We’ve had an AMAZING year in
the Museum this year, with our
visitor numbers exceeding 4,000
between April and October! The
reason for this is that we decided
to trial ‘free entry’ and what a success it has been. It has
encouraged the quick visit; the non-Museum visitor; the coach
party person with only 10 mins to spare, etc., etc., but it means
we are fulfilling one of our objectives, which is to spread the
word about JB and his world. With these increased numbers we
have sold many more books and other items, as well as filling
our donations box, so our Treasurer is happy that we have not
lost out from the £2 entry fee!
The First Nation exhibition has been well received and we
still have another season with the headdress loan from
Bournemouth. It has been a good talking point with visitors so
well worth bringing it up to
P e e b l e s . To p r o m o t e t h e
Museum in the 2020 season, we
are commissioning some new
visitor information boards in
one of the local parks. This is
linked to a special tree
planting after the end of WW1,
when JB’s mother Helen,
planted a row of horse
chestnuts. The picture of the
[Photo: Ian Buckingham]
planting shows a young sapling –
we now have some majestic trees in the park, 100 years later!

JOHN BUCHAN IN THE MEDIA
Did you know that the BBC has recently
(November 5, 2019) published a list of the
100 Novels that Shaped Our World—see
<https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/
articles/494P41NCbVYHlY319VwGbxp/
explore-the-list-of-100-novels-thatshaped-our-world>, and that JB’s Mr
Standfast has been named among them (in
the Adventure category)? Our thanks to
the Treasurer, Neil Tointon, for drawing
our attention to this. See also The John
[Photo: Goodreads]
Buchan Journal, Issue 52, 2019, p. 3 (Stop
Press).
For members with access to Facebook, there’s much of interest to
be found on the John Buchan Society Facebook page—see
<https://www.facebook.com/johnbuchansociety/>. And if you
want up to date snippets of relevant news on Twitter, check out
@johnbuchansoc. Thanks to JBSoc Secretary Clare Dodds for
keeping us all posted.

Many of our members have contributed to the RUNAGATES
CLUB, an initiative set up to
raise extra funds for the Museum
and the Society. It’s a prize draw,
so you pay £39 p.a., with a
chance to win either £390 or
£117 (work it out!) With the
proceeds split 50/50, the
Museum has spent money on
new digital equipment to
showcase photos/newsreels/
presentations to enhance the
cabinet displays. So this year, we
will use some of the Runagates
money to pay for the new
interpretive boards in the town, [Photo: Ian Buckingham]
linked to the horse chestnut trees. Many thanks to everyone
who has joined this club – if you are not part of this and would
like a chance to win, then please
visit www.johnbuchanstory.co.uk for more details or contact
Ian Buckingham on 01721 722659. As well as further
supporting the Museum and the Society, you might just win
something! This year’s lucky winners were Dr John Allen from
Cartmel and the Hon. John Ong from Ohio, USA. The next
draw will be held on JB’s birthday date (26th August).
Renewals for existing members will be sent out mid 2020, or
you can join up anytime!

SERENDIPITY!
There is no telling what you might
find when clearing out your garage.
W h e n J B S m e m b e r, Wi l l i a m
McIntyre had a clear out recently, he
came across this Criterion Theatre
programme for the 39 Steps, of
which he sent us a photograph. What
a nice surprise! The production
began in September, 2006, and went
on for nine years, achieving the
fifth-highest number of
performances of any West End play.
William has sent the programme to
[Photo: William McIntyre]
Ian Buckingham, Chairman of the
John Buchan Story Museum, where it will be added to the
archives. Many thanks, William!

We are looking forward to another busy season when we
reopen the Museum from April 1st 2020, with grateful support
from our band of volunteers, the Society and the Runagates
Club.
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JOHN BUCHAN SOCIETY
AGM WEEKEND
JURY’S INN HOTEL, DERBY
March 20-22, 2020

AGM PROGRAMME
Friday 20th March
4.00
6.00
7.00

The 2020 John Buchan Society AGM weekend will be held in
Derby at the 4-star Jurys Inn Hotel (King Street, Derby DE1
3DB; tel: 01332 621000), on the weekend of Friday 20th Sunday 22nd March. The Jury’s Inn Hotel is situated in the
Derby Cathedral Quarter, the Cathedral being situated very
close to the Hotel. The Hotel is
modern with accessible lifts and
where needed disabled facilities,
rooms are spacious and all en suite,
tea/coffee, bathroom accoutrements
and good sized beds being a feature.
There is a hotel car park, which is on
a first come first served basis, but a
disabled spot can be reserved. If the
car park is full there is a large pay
car park a short 5 minutes’ walk
away, with 10% reduced rates for
hotel guests. Derby is very accessible by rail from all parts of
the UK, and the hotel is a short 5 minutes’ taxi ride from the
railway station.

Council Meeting
Finger Buffet (Cathedral Suite)
Talk by Laura Buchan: ‘John Buchan’s
Jacobites’ (Cathedral Suite)

Saturday 21st March
9.30
Harpur’s Coach from Derby to Lichfield
c.10.15 Group 1 to the Samuel Johnson Birthplace
Museum, Breadmarket Street
Talk by Phil Jones, Chairman of the Johnson
Society (Lichfield)
Group 2 to Lichfield Cathedral and (optional)
Erasmus Darwin House
Lunch in the various restaurants/cafés in Lichfield
12.45
2.00
3.30
6.30

ROOM COSTS ARE: Double/Twin Room - Sharing - £42 per
person per night to include breakfast - Single Occupancy
Room £68 per night to include breakfast.

7.30

The hotel will allow members to stay extra nights at the same
group rates, as long as they are attached to the Fri/Sat night
package, before or afterwards.

Groups change over
Harpur’s Coach from Lichfield to Derby
AGM (Cathedral Suite)
Pre-Dinner talk by Steve Lord of the 1745
Association: ‘Derby and the Jacobite
Cause’ (Cathedral Suite)
Annual Dinner

Sunday 22nd March
10.45

To book, please contact Mike Edwards: Tel. 07786 484114
(m) or Email rlkguiting@gmail.com or in writing to Freemans
Cottage, Piccadilly, Guiting Power, Cheltenham, GL54 5UU.

Service in Derby Cathedral (a few hundred yards
away)
There is also a nearby Roman Catholic Church

Derby Museum has a room devoted to the Prince and the 1745
Rebellion. Opening hours: Tuesday-Saturday 10.00-5.00; Sunday
12.00-4.00.

The group rates can only be booked through the above source,
and if you go direct you will pay full rack rate!

DURHAM CONFERENCE, SEPTEMBER 2019
The Society held its biennial conference on the weekend of September 6-8, 2019, and once again in the congenial
surroundings of St John’s College, Durham, a stone’s throw from its famous Cathedral. The theme was ‘John Buchan
and Empire’, and 28 members attended. The speakers were Dr William R. Telford (on
‘John Buchan and Empire: The Formation and Development of His Imperial Vision'),
Ursula Buchan (on 'Willie Buchan and India'), Dr Andrena Telford (on 'Anna Buchan
and India: Adventures of a Chota Miss Sahib’), Dr Roger Clarke (on 'John Buchan’s
Journalism and Empire: 1900-1914') and Dr Michael Redley (on 'The African
Colony’). Meals were taken in the College’s Haughton Orangery, and presentations
took place in the newly opened and technologically sophisticated Learning Resources
Centre opposite. As always, the Saturday afternoon was kept free for conference
participants to explore Durham on their own. For a fuller account of the conference and
its deliberations, see the John Buchan Journal, Issue 52, 2019, pp. 69-70.

NEW O. DOUGLAS PUBLICATION
The Wintry Years, Anna Buchan’s 13th novel, was left unfinished at her death in 1948 with only a few chapters
ever being published. This new edition contains three extra chapters found in the Buchan archive in the National
Library of Scotland and a conversation with Lady Stewartby, Anna Buchan’s great niece, speculating on what
might have happened next. It is set in the heart of the Scottish Borders as the Rutherfurds and the Jacksons from
The Proper Place prepare to face another war.
The book is published by Greyladies, Priorsford Books, Peebles (ISBN 987-1-907503-48-10A). A full review
will appear in the next edition of the John Buchan Journal.
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MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL

MEMBERSHIP MATTERS

Subscriptions for 2020 are due on 1 February 2020. Unless
you are a life member, have an unexpired ten-year
subscription or pay by standing order, a membership renewal
letter has been mailed to you separately which I hope makes
clear the different ways to pay.

WELCOME TO NEW MEMBERS
We are delighted to welcome the following new
members:
Ms Anne Carmichael, Aberdeen
Mr Thomas Chidwick, Little Baddow
Mr Peter Davidge, Glasgow
Mr Jon Grant, Brenchley
Revd Dr Alison Longworth, Queens Park, Western
Australia
Dr Alexander Morrison, Oxford
Mr TRW Steele, Peebles
Mr Edward Tompkins, London
Mr David Wood, Halifax

Of course, from the point of view of retaining your
membership and simplifying administration it would be ideal
if UK members (or those overseas with a UK bank account)
would set up a standing order with your bank, after which
you would receive no more reminders!
Finally, I shall be at the Derby meeting in March and look
forward to meeting members as usual.

FAREWELL
We are sorry to say a sad goodbye to:
Mr David Ward, Durham
Dr Walter Williamson, Leyburn

Alison Gallico
Membership Secretary, 72 Ravensdowne, Berwick-uponTweed TD15 1DQ, UK
akgallico@gmail.com Tel: 01289 302913
FROM THE TREASURER, NEIL TOINTON
The John Buchan Society (JBS) is now registered with
AmazonSmile, which is a website operated by Amazon with the
identical selection of products, prices, and shopping features as
Amazon’s main site. The difference is that, when you shop on
AmazonSmile (smile.amazon.co.uk), and have first selected The
John Buchan Society as your charity of choice, the
AmazonSmile Foundation will donate 0.5% of the purchase
price of eligible products (excluding VAT, returns and shipping
fees) to the JBS. You can still take
advantage of your Prime membership
benefits, sales and more. To be
eligible, we are required to be of good
standing and be registered with (in
the JBS’s case) the Office of the
Scottish Charity Regulator (OSCR) the independent regulator and
registrar of Scottish charities – which
[Photo: Neil Tointon]
we are, on both counts!
https://smile.amazon.co.uk/ch/SC006071
Note that only purchases made through smile.amazon.co.uk are
eligible to generate donations, rather than Amazon’s main site,
so please ensure that you make any such purchases through that
website, to ensure that the JBS may benefit, and enable us to
continue our work in the furtherance of the JBS objectives.

40th ANNIVERSARY YEAR JOURNAL
Among the many interesting articles
in the latest edition of the John Buchan

Journal, Issue 52 (2019), are ones on
Willie Buchan by Ursula Buchan, on
Alastair Buchan by David Weekes, and
also an overview of forty years of the
John Buchan Society by founder
member and first Chair, Eileen Stewart.
Eileen was also editor of the Journal
from 1985 to 1990.

QUERY
Also, the Membership Secretary has had mail to
Professor Jonathan Gibson, of Knowle, Solihull,
returned ‘gone away’: can anyone tell her more?

FROM THE EDITORS
After five years and ten biannual issues, this will be our final
newsletter, since we plan to step down from Council in
March and hence from the editorship (though not from the
Society), in order to pursue a ‘second retirement’ free from
the administrative responsibilities of our numerous volunteer
organisations. July will see us celebrating our 50th wedding
anniversary and will find us in Greenland for most of the
month. The Society is looking, therefore, for someone who
will be willing to take over the editorship of the newsletter.
This is a task that we have thoroughly enjoyed for it has
brought us close to the heart of the JBS, put us in contact
with its many wonderful members throughout the world, and
enabled us to find out and report on its multi-faceted
activities. The newsletter comes out twice a year, in January
and July, when it is despatched by post and email to all
members. The new editor(s)
would require normal literary
and computer skills. We can
supply the necessary advice,
templates and contacts. If you
are interested, please contact us
and we will pass on your name
and details to the Chairman and
the Council.
We hope you have enjoyed reading this newsletter, in
whatever format you access it. In order to cut costs and time
we encourage members to receive it electronically. If you are
willing to do so, please send your email address to the editors
(aeandwr.telford@btinternet.com) and we will pass it on to our
successors. We are also keen to include contributions from
John Buchan Society members. If you have an item that you
think would interest fellow readers, please forward it to the
editors at the email address above or by mail to: Drs A. & W.
Telford, Ladywell Cottage, 24 West Road, Ponteland,
Northumberland NE20 9SX. Again, we will pass it on.

All photographs in this newsletter, unless otherwise
accredited, are from William R. Telford.
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